
 
John and Abigail Adams Scholarship Koplik Certificate of Mastery with Distinction 

Students qualify by scoring, at the least: (a) in the 
Advanced category in English Language Arts or 
Mathematics and Advanced or Proficient in the 
other subject area on the grade 10 MCAS 
assessment; and (b) in the top 25% of the students 
in the district on these tests. 

Students initially qualify by scoring, at the least, 
in the Advanced category in English Language 
Arts or Mathematics and Advanced or Proficient 
in the other subject area on the grade 10 MCAS 
assessment. 

There is no application for the Adams scholarship 
award.  Students who qualify for the scholarship 
receive an award letter in the fall of their senior 
year.  

Students must apply for the Certificate through 
their guidance counselors by the beginning of 
May of their senior year.  To receive the 
Certificate, students must demonstrate additional 
academic achievements, such as high scores on 
AP or SAT Subject Tests or high academic 
achievements or recognitions beyond their 
individual school.  Full information on additional 
requirements is included in the application form 
available to guidance counselors through Drop 
Box Central.  Students must retain a copy of their 
Certificate to present to the college financial 
office to receive a tuition waiver. 

In order to use the award, students must present 
their award letter to the financial aid office of the 
Massachusetts state college or university they 
plan to attend and file the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

In order to use the award, students must present 
their award letter to the financial aid office of the 
Massachusetts state college or university they 
plan to attend and file the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

Students receive a tuition waiver to Massachusetts 
state colleges and universities that they can use 
for any eight semesters within six years after high 
school graduation.  (This was a change made in 
2012 to make it possible for Adams winners to 
take a gap year, to step out for a year or to transfer 
to a Mass state campus after a year or so at 
another college.  This change is retroactive to the 
classes before 2012.  That is, if they were an 
Adams winner and they are still within the six 
years after high school graduation, they are 
eligible for the Adams tuition waiver.)  The 
waiver is in effect as long as the student maintains 
a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better.  The student 
loses eligibility for the waiver once the GPA 
drops below a 3.0 and cannot be reinstated. 

Students receive a tuition waiver to Massachusetts 
state colleges and universities that is in effect for 
eight consecutive semesters.  The waiver does not 
cover fees, books or other expenses.  The waiver 
must be used in the first fall semester following 
high school graduation or it is void.  The waiver 
remains in effect as long as the student maintains 
a cumulative GPA of 3.3 or better.  Once the 
cumulative GPA falls below the 3.3, the waiver is 
void.  The waiver is jeopardized if a student does 
not enroll in consecutive semesters.  A student 
must consult with the financial aid office of his or 
her college or university to determine if the tuition 
waiver may be restored upon returning to the 
institution. 

The tuition waiver applies to all Massachusetts 
public state colleges and universities with the 
exception of the Massachusetts College of Art and 
Design. 

The tuition waiver applies to all Massachusetts 
public state colleges and universities. 

Being a recipient of both the Adams Scholarship 
and a Pell Grant does not in its self make one 
eligible for funds through the Academic 
Competitiveness (AC) grant. 

A student who is both a Pell Grant and a Koplik 
Certificate of Mastery with Distinction recipient is 
eligible for additional Federal funds through the 
Academic Competitiveness Grant (AC). 

 



Additional notes: 
 

 A student who is a recipient of the John and Abigail Adams Scholarship can also be a recipient 
of the Koplik Certificate of mastery with Distinction.  However, being a recipient of both does 
not increase the amount of the tuition waiver as ONLY ONE may be used to waive tuition.  
The other will be considered recognition of outstanding achievement. 

 
 Only students who are legal residents of Massachusetts are eligible for tuition waivers as a 

result of receiving either the Koplik Certificate of Mastery with Distinction or the John and 
Abigail Adams Scholarship. 

 
 The Certificate cannot be used to waive tuition at a private college or university in 

Massachusetts or a public or private college or university outside of Massachusetts. 
 

 Both Adams and Koplik Scholarship recipients must file the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) each year to receive a tuition waiver. 

 
 
Additional information is available on the following websites: 
 
www.doe.mass.edu/FamComm/Student/mastery.html 
 

www.osfa.mass.edu/default.asp?page=koplikWaiver 
 

www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/adams.html 
 

www.osfa.mass.edu/default.asp?page=adamsScholarship 
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