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SC Spotlight
Topics of the Hamilton Wenham Regional School Committee 

January 2015

Girls Cross Country team brings home state championship	  
Congratulations to the Hamilton Wenham Regional High School Girls Cross Country and 
Coach Steve Sawyer for another successful season and bringing home the Division 2 State 
Championship again this year.  Their accomplishments this season were many: Cape Ann 
League (CAL) Champions for the 10th year in a row, CAL open championships (for the 7th 
consecutive year), MA Class 5 championship, and 5 All State Champions in 2014.  
Congratulations on an outstanding season!

FY16 School Budget Update
The School Committee has been very busy working with Superintendent Harvey and the 
Leadership Team on next year’s budget.  The Committee has received presentations on the 
proposed FY16 budget and voted to adopt a tentative budget at its regular January 8 meeting.  
The preliminary operating budget totals $28.3 million after certain offsets/credits such as 
Chapter 70 state aid.  With a few exceptions related to healthcare costs (declining) and Special 
Education and transportation costs, it is a “level services” budget which maintains all programs 
currently in place with no new positions.  Plus $150,000 in new funding to fully implement 
team teaching at Miles River Middle School.  The net result after offsets/credits is an increase 
of 3.27% in the net operating budget over the current year.  The full tentative budget document 
is available on the District website. 

The current budget calendar is as follows:
• Thursday, January 22, 2015 – FY16 budget public hearing (televised, meeting starts at 6:30 

pm at Buker School)

• Thursday, February 12, 2015 – School Committee adopts FY16 budget (televised, meeting 
starts at 7 pm at Buker School)

• April 11, 2015 – School budget voted at Hamilton and Wenham Annual Town Meetings  
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Special Education Update
Kathy Harris, Director of Student Services, presented an update on Special Education to the 
School Committee on December 4, 2014.  She updated the committee on regulations, special 
education demographics, special education services offered in the HWRSD, and out of district 
Placements.

Current school year changes:

1. Elementary and secondary coordinators: Administrative position, building consistency in 
practice and process, improving compliance with state and federal regulations, direct 
administrative oversight of staff and programs

2. Assistive technology coordinator: in-house provision of screening and evaluation, 
improved management of district resources, direct service to students, direct consultation 
and training to professional staff, improved ability to assess student performance and data 
track performance, identification and procurement of grant opportunities

3. Enrichment programs: Best buddies at MRMS, HS learning skills, iPals.

4. Extended year program: extended school year services.

Her presentation can be found on the district web site www.hwschools.net, select District 
Information, School Committee tab and the handouts from the 12/4/14 school committee 
meeting.  To watch the presentation, go to hwcam.org and select the 12/4/14 School Committee 
meeting (listed for viewing on 12/5/14).

1:1 Learning Update
Eric Tracy (Principal) and Brian Menegoni (Assistant Principal) of the Hamilton Wenham 
Regional High School provided an update on the 1:1 initiative.  In their presentation to the 
School Committee on 12/4/14, they reviewed the goals of the program, successes, challenges 
and next steps.  The 1:1 iPad initiative was implemented at the beginning of the 2104-2015 
school year in the 9th (140 students) and 10th (158 students) grades. The teachers and students 
are adapting well; in just 6 months the HWRHS has jumped years ahead technologically 
according to Mr. Tracy.  Their presentation can be found on the District web site 
www.hwschools.net, select District Information, School Committee tab and the handouts from 
the 12/4/14 school committee meeting.  To watch the presentation, go to hwcam.org and select 
the 12/4/14 school committee meeting (listed for viewing on 12/5/14).

http://www.hwschools.net
http://www.hwschools.net
http://www.hwschools.net
http://www.hwschools.net


3

Legislative News
With a start of a brand new two-year legislative cycle on Beacon Hill and a new Governor, we 
continue to monitor developments on proposed 9-c cuts to regional school district transportation 
(busing) and Special Education “circuit breaker” aid for high needs students.  At its December 
15, 2014, the School Committee voted to contribute $500 to a legal fund formed by the 
Massachusetts Association of Regional Schools (MARS).  MARS is seeking legal clarification 
of existing law that would appear to indicate that regional transportation cuts are allowed only 
in direct proportion to cuts in Chapter 70 state aid, which have not been proposed. As always 
we are receiving strong support from our legislators, especially Rep. Brad Hill, in these efforts, 
and will continue to keep you posted on this important legal challenge. Meanwhile hearings 
continue state-wide on possible changes to the Foundation Budget formula related to Chapter 
70 state aid to education. The State panel’s recommendations are due in June. 
  

Upcoming Topics of Interest
There will be a budget hearing this Thursday at 6:30 pm.  The School Committee encourages 
interested community members to attend this meeting and voice their opinions. We also 
welcome comments via email at: sc_communications@hwschools.net. 

We welcome questions or comments, please contact us at: sc_communications@hwschools.net
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