Diverting Rays

th the series Everybody Loves Raymond so popular and its
star, Ray Romano, so affable, the Simpsons writers found
Ray diverting enough to craft an episode around him. Unfortu-
nately, Ray turned out to be so diverting that even light bent
around him, so that for most of the segment nobody but Homer
could see him. Diverting rays of light can offer splendid optical
illusions, lucrative magician’s stunts, means of testing astronomical
theories, and all the social advantages of invisibility. In Homer’s
case, his family and friends just considered him utterly mad.

The episode’s title, “Don’t Fear the Roofer,” is a play on the
Blue Oyster Cult song “Don’t Fear the Reaper,” which inspired an
entire generation of air-guitarists and enraged an entire generation
of bible-thumpers. Roofers can be scary indeed, swooping down in
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