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June Principal’s Corner. ..

Wow! What a collection of w  onder ful moments in May and June to
conclude the year. Presently, all the te achers are busy cl osing out
4" quarter grades and preparing for final exams. On June 10 ", we
held our student s peeches and electi ons for offi cers f or n ext year.
We also conducted our school-wide Junior Class Awards Ceremony
where we distribut  ed nine prestigious book awards, along with t he
Bausch & Lomb and Rensselaer Science Awards. The Awards were
sponsore d by local chapter s of al umni from C ornell, Dartmouth,
Harvard, Mount Ho Iyoke, Smith, University of Virginia, Wellesley,

Williams, and Yale.

Seniors Helping Seniors B A Huge Success

170 seniors participated in our Seniors He Iping Seniors Day this year, our largest
participation since we started this give-b ack day three years ago. That large number
was thanks to the many senior citizens of Hamilton and Wenha m who c alled in to

request assistance.

Our senior class m embers in groups of fi  ve, raked, weeded, cleaned porch furniture

and wi ndows, and generally opened-up yard s, gardens, and porches for the summer
at senior citizenOs homes all over Wenham and Hamilton. All th  rough the morning,
our senior class m embers went out and made a direct connection with Hamilton and
Wenham senior citizens as a thank yo u and give-back to the community.

This year was a first B the complime nts ab out our seniors starte  d coming in while
they were still working:

OThese young people are such a  joy. We thank you so much.O
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OThe kids were gre at in every way B f riendly,
polite, enthusiastic, and good workers.O

OA joy to be around D a truly impressive group

of kids.O

a list of ten thi ngsto do b it was accomplished
with time to spare. Then there were other jobs
they found and asked to do.O

OThis group of seni ors did a fantastic job. | had
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OA delight ful group of girls an  d pleasant to be aroundO
Ol can not say enou gh good about thes e young men. The vy are exceptional.O

OExcellent workers, very kind and polit e D acred it to Hamilton-Wenham
Regional!O

Graduation B the OFamily of 20090 %
At graduation | introduced the seni ors as the OFamily of 2009.0 What a

tremendo us group of young adults, demo nstrating their concern for one another
from the beginning of the year to their Osun-glassedO departure from the stage at
Gordon College. In a packed Gordon Colle ge Chapel, t he graduates gave touching
and humorous spe eches, waved a Massachuse tts Sectional Cha mpionship plaque in
boyOs tennis, and Kings of the Be ach sang a farewell song to the audience

proclaiming to all that you can OLean on Me .0 The audie nce warmly respon ded wit h
loud appl ause, laughter, and hand-cl apping to the music. As always, Mr. Fecke and

the high s chool band escorted the entering graduates wi th the traditional OPomp an d
Circumstance,O but then insp ired the graduates with their upbeat music to what
appeared to be an Oescape from the land of high schoolO at the recession al. This
graduatio n will go down in history as one of th e best!

Several people asked me for a copy of my graduation sp eech honoring the Class of

2009. Foll owing is my tribut e to the O Family of 2009.0

Photo by: Nicole Goodhue Boyd/

Hamilton Wenham Chronicle
Used with permission

Graduation Speech 2009
Robert M. Krol

To the Class of 2009:

| have had the good fortune to get to
know this class well B and many of
" you D very well. As | look ac  ross the

stage, | look at your faces and have fond memories of many of you that | will carry

fore ver. The class is made up of a tapest ry of people b those ofy ou who worked s o
hard in the classroom to do your best D th ose of you who added color and spirit with

your wardrobe and with yo ur sense of humor B those of you who displayed your
physical prowess on the athletic field or your dramatic ability on the stage - and

those among you that gave us the gi ft of your musical talent.
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But IOm here to tell you and this assembly b what you collectively have been. The
class of 2009 is a family! Together, you laug hed, together you cried, and always you
cared for each other.

You came together in sorrow even before the school year started. You held each
other, cried together, comforted each other, sang together. You gave each other and
everyone around you the stre ngth to cope with our grie f. And then, when the school
year started, you managed your grief by turning it into a celebration of life wearing
sweatshirts that proclaimed Oletsgorunforever .O | remember going out to the track to
check in with the boys in your class who volunteered to dig a large hole to plant a
special memorial tree. That ground was more rock than soil and as they labored at
their task, | thanked the students for all th eir hard work. Lovell looked up to me and

said: OAnything for Gabe.O At that moment, | thought Ofamily.O

Affirmation of that thought came about shortly thereafter while | attended a cross
country meet. After the start of the race, th e parents and spectators made their way
across Patton Park, being careful where to step since the Canadian geese also call
Patton Park their home field. Then the spec tators waited for the runners to pass by

at about the halfway mark of the race. Usually you see the runners one a time or in

pairs pass you by. But what | saw that da y was a Ogaggle of girlsO B the team
surrounding Emily B all smiling - looking like th ey were out for a jog rather than in a
race. But more importantly B | saw Emily thin king of team more than personal glory.
Family! That family won the state cham pionship. Thank you for giving me the
lifetime memory of awarding you championsh ip medals - seeing a mixture of tears
and pouring rain streaming down your faces.

In the fall also, the boyOs soccer team found the answer to an opponentOs taunts: To

their taunt: OWhere are you going? No whereO B you answered OTo the state
championship game - together!O

Now, when it came to your wardrobe, your sense of family showed as well - You

started the year on day one, as one, with blue senior t-shirts and ended the year the
same way. Along the way, you wore stylis h togas and added your  own dress-up day
with your search for the Oholy grail.O By the way, the arsenal of swords and lances
we collected that day are still in the office vault for those of you who wish to collect

your weaponry.

There was no better place to define your cl ass as a family than in homeroom period.

| was fortunate to have a senior homer oom B which means these seniors had to
meet with the building princi pal once a week for four year s. Now | tried to make it
easier for them. | fed them a lot with Dunk in Donuts which they didnOt seem to mind.

In the meantime, | really got to know this family. Emily, the organizer, who
desperately tried to schedule who was br inging next weekOs snacks - TonyOs
happiness that brought smiles to every meet ing B Lauren who on Halloween struck a
remarkable resemblance to John Lennon - DanOs homemade snacks were always

good. Mariah had to hunt people down wi th her homemade treats on her day
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because homeroom was cancelled due to MCAS B Cory who doesnOt realize that he
was personally responsible for the co-op ho ckey team with Sale m because he was so
miserable not playing hockey in his | unior year B Miranda whose self-portrait
mesmerized me every time | walked down th e art hallway, Quinn, who after his trip

to Argentina just wanted to leave early ev eryday for his internship - Courtney who
made me jump & cheer with excitement in the hallway when she told me she finally
passed her phys ed requiremen t - and Dylan. Well, now in four years Dylan managed
not to bring in one snack but he sure co uld eat - except during wrestling season

when he was trying to make weight.

| must admit, after seeing the remarkable goodies Natalie was making week after
week for four years for her homeroom, | ente red into negotiations for a trade to get
her into my homeroom B but | wasnOt w illing to give up one of my own.

Family was definitely evident in the pe rforming arts where the ensemble was
everything. Godspell - the remarkable band b the beautiful chorus B Especially
Hearts and Flowers. - | didnOt care what se lection you were singing or playing b what

| really enjoyed was watching your fa ces- watching how you applauded and

supported one another.

And what better example of family can be found than OWake Up, Jack.O Certainly
your performance deserved to win the stat e Dramatic Arts Competition. But what
really impressed me was that you wrote th e one-act play together. And the cast won
awards together. And to top it off, after winning at the states you decided not to
compete at the New England competition be cause some of the members of the cast

could not be included. B ensemble is everything.

Many graduating classes do not find this se nse of family until it is too late B in their
joy at being together during the last flurry of activities in their senior year. But for
you these activities were an affirm ation of what you already felt.

At the senior prom Db the da  nce floor was packed with well-dressed seniors. The boys
were better dressed than in pr evious proms due to a great ex tent to the high level of
air conditioning B and Sean again fought o ff all contenders for the coveted title of
Oclass best dancer.O The way you all danced together as a group B not even needing
a partner b accepting of  all the students attending B you were definitely a family.

And after your senior parade, filled with excitement and class spirit you still
volunteered your time to participate in Seniors Helping Seniors Day. 170 of you
worked for senior citizens in Hamilton-and Wenham and then a first B the
compliments about you started coming in while you were still working:

OSuch a great help B theyOre a hard-worki  ng team of young men B and Ol am so
grateful that you sent me these wonderful people - what a great help to meO and
Oexcellent helpers, very considerate, a credit to Hamilton-Wenham Regional.O
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The way you demonstrated your cari ng fo r one another b at the awards ceremony
Thursday - | have a clear image of the excitement y ou showed for your fellow
classmates as each one was named as an awar d winner B culminat ing in a standing

ovation for Tony for receiv  ing the Regional Prize.

| am indeed very proud of the class of 2009. As Finley described you durin g
Candlelightb you are indeed colorful - spir ited, intellige nt and talented. But itOs your
sense of family that has made the Regional a better place. In my mind | will always
remember you a s the Family of 2009!

| declare to this assembly, that in all ways, you have fulfilled the graduation requirements
of Hamilton-Wenham Regional High School and in so doing have demonstrated that you are
ready to successfully navigate the many changes that are about to occur in your lives.

| now inv ite Mr. James Cornacchio, your cl ass advisor, a nd our assistant pr incipal,

Mr. Phillip Conrad to the stage. In order that all the studentsO names may be heard
by their families, we ask that you withhold applause until all the diplomas have been
awarded.
At this time | am proud to call this cl ass of 2009 for the presentation of their
diplomas.

A Tribute to Three Professionals

Claudia Frost
Claudia Fr ost began her tenure at the Regional High School in
1992 and has wor ked tirelessly to develop a premier choral

program. A teacher with passion, Claudia inspired her
students to reach beyond their comfort zone. ItOs no wonder
that at regional, state, an d national competitions, her
students excelled and received accol ades from judges. He r

students have b een given the exciting o pportunit y to
experience performances in na  tional showcases including in
Washingt on D.C., Lincoln Center, and San Francisco.

Her willingness to go the ex  tra mile ¢ reated opportunitie s for
our students to perform at elementary sch ools, community centers, churches, and
senior ce nters. Her contribution to th e greater community cannot be measured P
although it is spotlighted each week as she leads the Rotarians in song at every
Rotary breakfast.
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At a time after 9-11, when there were no trips at t he high school being offered for
student f oreign travel, Claudia took the gian t steps needed to create an opportunity
for choru s to perform in England. T  hrough this effort, she, in fact, re-opened the
world to our students.

Her connection wit h her former stud ents br oughtt hem back from college every year

to perform with their college a cap ella grou ps so a s to inspire present students to
greatness. The events she created, auctio ns, a nd especi ally Hearts and Flowers not
only showcased student talent but r aised funds for the Arts. The choral risers, and

the gowns and tux edos our students proudl y wear, are all the results of her fund-
raising.

When people talk a bout the positive attribut es of the Regional Hi  gh School, inevitably
ClaudiaOs choral program is mentione  d. Her former students continue to excel at the
college level and on Broadway. ClaudiaOs impa ct is indeed imme asurable. Best of
happi ness in your retirement

Lyn Legendre
Lyn Legendre arrived at the Re gional High Sc hool in 2001 and

has given 8 years of dedication to the students  of our towns.
Lynn worked tirelessly as an English teacher, as 9-12 En  glish
Department Leader, and as the 6-12 English Co ordinator.

She is driven, a real leader and campaigner for her
departme nt. S he has always been an advocate for
establishi ng hi gh standards and expectations for the students
and her teachers.

LynOs contributions outside of the cla  ssroo m were many including the very difficult

position as the National Honor Society Ad visor. Each ye ar she off ered her services
without r eservation to every student spea ker at Candlelight and Graduation. Her
nights were filled correcting essays and papers and writin g college recommendations.

Lyn has been a major contri butor to the stated miss ion of the high school. Her
understanding of the culture of the Region al led the facul ty and thi s community to
recognize our schoolOs OPassion for Lea rning.O

A trooper in her personal li  fe and her pr ofessional life, Lyn has made a definite
positive and long la  sting impact to the  Regional family and the students and families
of the district. Good luck and happiness in your retirement.
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Kenneth Portnoy

Mr. Kenneth Portnoy is an admired and respected History
teacher. For 21 years Mr. Portnoy served the Hamilton-
Wenham communi ty in a number of ways. He promoted
academic excellence in his  classroom w here hig h expectations
for all students regardless of their skill level were the norm.

He also centered his efforts on building relationships with his
students and hel ping the m connect to the larger school
communi ty. He never missed the opportunit y to visit his

students at every prom.

Mr. PortnoyOs presence at Ha milton-Wenham extended well
beyond the classroom. He served as facult y adviser for
Amnesty International, Mock Tr ial, National History Day and

of course National Honor Society. His passi on for history and educ  ation earned him a
Masters Degree in History from the U niversi ty of Cambridge in England and another
Masters Degree in Education, from Harvard Un iversity. He brought his scholarship to
Hamilton- Wenham and not o nly did hi s stud ents benefit but so di d our faculty and
staff. Mr. PortnoyOs accomplishments were recognized in 2002 by the Harvard Club

of B oston when he was awar ded Outstanding Teacher of the Year! Best of happines s
in your re tirement.

Exams Close Out the Year

Starting Friday, June 12 ™ the hig h school final exams will begin wit h exams given in
reverse order starting with H Block at 8:00-10:00 and G Block at 10:30-12:30. Th e
remaining schedule of exams:

Monday June 15 F Block 8:00-10:00 E Block 10:30-12:30

Tuesday June 16 D Block 8:00-10:00 C Block 10:30-12:30

Wednesday June 17 B Block 8:00-10:00 A Block 10:30-12:30

Thursday  June 18 Make-up 8:00-10:00 Make-up 10:30-12:30

Stude nts may exercise open campus privile ges during the exam schedule but will not
be admitted into an exam after the first 10 minutes. Students are to report to their

first exa m each day and may leave after th at exam if they do  not have a second
exam that day.

If students have two exams in a day, they may not leave the building between
exams.

Busses will arrive and depa rt according to the ir regular schedule (7:45 and 2:20)
each day. A light | unch w ill be provided for students who wait for the pm bust o
return home.

Good luck on your exams!
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2008-2009 int he Classroom

| am always impressed whe  n | see what happens in the classroom at the Regional .
Rather than lectures, | see discovery, inqui ry, and group activities . Learning to work
together, a key ingredient to success in the world of work, is a goal in every
classroom. Our mission statement talk s abou t our expectations for student | earning
as L.E.A.R.N:

Live as Lifelong Learners

Express Themselves Effectively

Acquire Essential Knowledge  and Skills
Respect Themselves and Others

Navigate within a Variety of Communities.

| am extremely pleased to see evidence of each in every classroom. The Class of
2009 has excelled in the academic arena with over 95% going on to higher
education. Our sta ndardized testing score s in SATOs, APOs and MCAS in math and
English remain exemplary. Ou r students excel in writing. Our students successfully
pass their state science MCAS requirement in their freshman year. Our students
actually love their history courses. Our st udent artwork continue s to recei ve awards.
Our students on foreign travel speak fluent ly with thei r hosts. Our students learn
about their strengths and address their fears in Project Adventure and proud ly
demonstrate their culinary skills. And our la dies are class leaders in our small gas
engine r epair course. Truly, in the classroom and in co-curricular events, our

students continuet o demonstrate a “Passion for Learning.”

2008-2009 in Sports

What a tremendous year in sports for th e Generals! In the Fall, the Gir |IOs Cross
Country Team took top honors by winni ng the State Championship. The BoyOs Soccer
Team were finalists as they went all the way before falling inth e state championship
game.

In the Winter, the Boys Indoor Tra ck Team won the State Championship B thatOs two
in one ye ar for the Regional!

And now, the Boys Tennis Team has captured
the State Title by defeating Mt. Greylock 4- 1.
What an unbeliev able dream season for M .
Maher and the tennis team. As the pictures
show, t hey were treated t o a fire and police
escort upon their retu rn to Hamilton-Wenha m
stopping in at the school committee meeting to

share their joy with everyone.
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So thatOs three state championships in athl etic s in one year for the General s! Add to
that our state championsh  ip in One-Act Drama Festival and you have 2008-2009 b
the year of Champions!

But a year in sports should not be measur ed solely b y how many state titles are
won. It should be first and foremost measured by how ma ny stude nts are inv olved in
the programs and how many student s have smiles on their face s. Our numbers of
students involved remain strong despite the 100% User Fees. It says a great deal
about the value of athletics  when the parents and stude nts working part-ti  me jobs
continue to pay those fees. That said, each year Don Doucette, athletic director, and

| request a reduction of those fees or failing that, a financial contribution returned to

the budget to support athletic scholarship S. | am hopeful thatt he FY11 budget can

reflect such a financial consideration.

When you watch st udents pl aying in g ames and when you see them dress for game

day in sc hool, you definitely see a sense of Pride and a s ense of family. You certainly
see their smiles! Our coaching staff , many of whom are members of th e faculty,
work hard and instill pride in their student athletes. Each team has been a success

despite a winni ng o r losing record.
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2008-2009 in Student Activities

What is wonderful about the Regional is th e way a student can find a place to shine
whether it is on the athletic field or on st age, in Model UN, or in History or Science
Fairs.

Wake Up, Jack won the State Drama Guild One -Act Title as Best in the State. What
made tha t accomplishment o utstandi ng was th at the cast wrote the play. Couple that
experience with the fall musical production of Godspell and you get a w onderful
opportunity for our students to showca se their talents.

The stage also saw the musical talents of an
outstandi ng choral and band program. The
seasonal concerts, Prism Concert, and
Hearts and Flowers further highlighte d our
studentsO talents and smiles. Ms. Frost, Mr.
Fecke, and Mr. Sha ilor were all inspira tional
directors for our students.
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Success stories can be found in all of ou r activities. The Math Team was highly
competitive, as was the College Bowl. Mo del UN had exemplary delegates selected.
Each week students labor on the school newspaper Sound Off to produce an
outstanding weekly product. Our Science Fa ir and History Fair student successfully
competed not only at the regi onal and state level but the na tional and internally level
as well.

And speaking of national and international experiences, our students had

opportunities to travel and perform in Wash ington D.C. and to travel to Japan. Our
students also shared 41 suit  cases of clothes and school su  pplies at our sister school
in the land of the Incas, Peru. 2008-2009 was filled with smiles, memories, and

opportunities to navigate in the world around us.

Female Athlete of the Year - Athletic Director Award

Recently at the North Shore Honors Bang uet our own Emily was named North Shore
Female Athlete of the Year for the second consecutive year in a row. ThatOs only
happened once before in the history of the award. Emily was presented with a
scholarship along with her award. Best wish es and well deserved, Emily. Best of luck

in your college career at Columbia University.

Don Doucette, our Athletic Director, was also honored as North ShoreOs Athletic
Director of the Year. This award is given to the one athletic dire  ctor who best works
with the media to promote his schoolOs athlet es for purposes of awards, scholarships,

and press coverage. Well done, Don.

A PrincipalOs Farewell

Five years have passed very quickly sinc e | became the principal of Hamilton-
Wenham Regional. As | conclude my 41 s year as an educator, | look back over these
past five as my fondest experience. | am retiring from educat ion and the Regional
not because IOve grown tired, but rather to honor a belief that IOve always held:
family first.O

The strength of the Regional certainly can no t be found in the physical plant. In fact,

| have spent many hours as a facilities manager, meeting regularly with custodians

and maintenance to decide whic h finger to use to fill whic h hole in the dike. Despite
the best efforts of our cust odial crew, the building is certainly showing its age,
desperately crying out for an auditorium renovation and new student lockers. The
science classrooms are very small serving both as labs as well as classrooms. The
athletic fields cannot support the number of athletic programs we sponsor. And like
an aging house, the ceilings and floors need work, the walls and windows need
painting and the plumbing needs upgrading.
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The strength of the Regional certainly ca n not be found in th e technology. The ga p
between what is needed and what is availa ble is appropriately demonstrated in the
three electrical closets contai ning the dang ling cable wire from the street p oles and
three feet away, in the same closets, the dangling wires of the internal wiring of the
building. That gap, although a mere three feet, means that although the Middle
School is wired for cable, the high school remai ns without.

The High School Technology Plan
created with hi gh hopes that
private funding and public f undi ng
would merge to support the plan
has not come to pass. With most of

the technology in the building
purchased throug h the ge nerosity
of the Hig h School Friends, Support
our Schools, and especially the
Hamilton- Wenham Educational
Fund, the Technology Plan and the
Grade 6- 12 Library Media Center
redesign as a OHub of Kno wledgeO
remain a vision. The Writing
Center, supported entirely by
private funding, serves as evi dence
of what could be.

No, the strength of the Regional wonOt be fo und in the facilities or in the technology.
The real strength of the Regional can be found in itsO people b the staff, the students,
and the parents and community. As a classr oom teacher for much of my career, |
have been very aware and envi ous of the unique relationship our teachers have with

the stude nts. This close bond you can find in the classroom, on  stage, and on the
athletic field. You find it before school and after school where students and faculty
work toge ther on science and history fair pr oje cts, One-Act or Model UN. You find it

in the concession st and at football games, at dances, and in the cafeteria. You feel it
when pre paring for or sharin g advent ures in Peru, Japan, or Italy. And you hear it
expressed in student speeches at  Candlelight and Graduation.

IOve always descri bed our school to pote ntial teachers or new members to the

community as a school of high expectat ions. And judgin g from their academ ic
accomplishments, the students are successful in striving to meet those expectations.

In sports the expression is Owinning be gets wi nning®, meanin g once you establish
yourself as a winning program, the bar is set, the wins come more often. The same
applies to the classroom. While upholding high standards, our faculty is dedicated to

the success of each individual student. Ou r students know that there is genuine

caring going on in the classroom.
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Our students respond of one an other in the same way. It is never difficult to find a
student of the week B someon e who goes above and beyond to help others. Visitors
to the building always remark on how polit e our students are to each other. |
remember the lesson the state police discove red during our infamous lockdown. At
first shouting out directions to our students , they soon realized that they were in a
different environment, one with stud ents who demonstrated respect.

The other expression that comes to mind is OThe apple doesnOt fall far from the tree.O
| have thoroughly enjoyed working with th e High School Counc il and High School
Friends. No wonder the students are de dicated and respectful'! The parents and
community members who served on those gr oups; the parents | met at PrincipalOs
CoffeeOs; the parents who work so hard su pporting the studentsO activities P all
demonstrated first hand why the Regional is a special place.

In my first year as principal | described th e school as similar to an item presented for
appraisal on the Antigues Roadshow B an item you donOt fully appreciate until some
appraiser says you own a treasure. After five years | still feel the same way. The
Regional is a treasure. But | also realize th at this treasure is like a snow globe b it
may be beautiful sitting there, but it be comes even more of a treasure when you
carefully shake it up a little bit. So donOt be afraid to hold onto it carefully and shake.

Change does not have to be painful.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve this wonderful staff, students, parents, and
community. Have a wonderful summer.

Robert Krol, Principal



